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By Ray Brennan 
.lames R. Hoffa has lost not 
only another battle but also his 
10-ycar-war against Sen. Rob- 
ert F, Kennedy (D-N.Y.), a 
Justice Department official 
said Wednesday. 

The .statement came as Hof- 
fa was returned in handcuffs 
to the <bKl W i T lMF-Q'ary a, 
Lewisbmg; *'a.. to resume 
ser ' * 
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nJrgy I’a.. to resut 
‘K'oArrinfcd I'.videncc’ 


His latest defeat hit Hoffa 
Tuesday when U.S. District 
Court Judge Richard If. Aus- 
tin denied his motion to reverse 
a 1%4 Chicago conviction for 
fraud and conspiracy. , .. 

Austin ruled 11. defense at- 
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r rrSrjAl 


uphold their charges that the 
government used illegal eaves- 
dropping evidence at the trial. 

“In, the opinion'of the court, 
no tainted evidence appeared 
or was introduced.’' said Aus- 
tin, who presided at, the trial. 

Doiiald Page(Moorc, Special 
govcfimiettf attorney, declared 
the jtidge’s words applied to 
a Tennessee jury-tampering 
conviction of lloffa, as well as 
to the: Chicago case. 

“These cases are complete- 
ly clean,’’ Moore said when 
reached at the Justice Depart- 
ment ’in Washington. “They 


couldn’t heat the one in Chi- 
cago, and they can’t heat the 
one in Tennessee. 

“They (the 1 1 attorneys) 
went on a desperate fishing 
expedition, aiid they, came jip 
with nothing.” 

Defense attorneys headed hy 
Maurice J. Walsh had pre- 
dicted before the Austin hear- 
ing that they Would win easily 
and that a victory over The 
prior conviction would ensue. 

They also charged that HOf- 
fa’s troubles as president , of 
the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters were caused by 


Kennedy as attorney general 
and previously as chief coun- 
sel for a Senate anli-c r i m e 
committee. , 

Walsh said (he Austin deci- 
sion would be appealed and 
predicted art “instant reversal” 
in a higher court. 

Moore declared the testimony 
of three ■ defense witnesses at 
the Chicago a|ipeal hearing to 
have been “completely beyond 
belief.” 

lie named (lie witnesses as 
New Orleans Criminal Court 
Judge Malcolm O’Hara, 
Zachary Strata Jr., a New Or- 


leans business man convicted 
with Hoffa and five; other de- 
fendants in 1964, and Harold 
Jenkins, a Miami private de- 
tective. 

Judge O’Hara’ and filmic 
testified that Walter Sheridan, 
special consultant to Kennedy 
as attorney general, offered to 
make a deal with them in 
New Orleans earlier this year. 

Garrison Probe 

They said Sheridan wanted 
evidence to discredit New Or- 
leans District Ally. Jim Gar- 
rison's contention (hat a con- 
spiracy led to the nssassina- 


/ 

lion ol President John F. 
Kennedy. In return, the wit- 
nesses said, Sheridan agteed 
to help them on the Chicago 
appejd.' 

Jtj'nkins testified lie lapped 
llolfa's telephone in Holla's 
Miami . Ilcafli hold room (or 
It) days alter being hired hy 
an Internal Revenue Service 
agent identified only as a “Mr. 
Fellerman.” 

Moore pointed out that 
Holla’s lawyers failed to call 
either Sheridan or the myste- 
rious IKS agcnl to supjiott l he 
testimony. 
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